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1 Overview

1.1 The Renmark Paringa Council 
 
The Renmark Paringa Council has a population of 9453 people (2012 ABS 
data) and encompasses the townships of Renmark, Paringa and Lyrup 
within an area of some 920 square kilometres. 
 
The Council was formed in 1996 following the amalgamation of the former 
Corporation of the Town of Renmark and the District Council of Paringa. 
 
The Council area relies upon primary production for its economic base, 
traditionally in the form of citrus, grape and stone fruit production and 
related industries.  This economic base, which has endured difficult 
conditions over the past decade, is well supported by regional tourism.  The 
natural features and beauty of the River Murray attract many tourists, as 
well as providing a unique lifestyle for residents.  The River Murray will 
continue to play an important role for the region as a water source for 
irrigators, an attraction for tourists and for future growth opportunities in the 
areas of eco-tourism and other emerging industries. 

 
The following is the Council’s Mission Statement: 
 

A progressive community providing lifestyle and wellbeing 
opportunities in a diverse environment.  The Renmark Paringa Council 
will provide for the needs of our residents and visitors through 
strategic leadership, open governance and the delivery of quality 
services. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 1: Renmark Paringa LGA (Renmark Paringa Development Plan) 
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1.2 The Planning System 
 
The South Australian planning system enables the State Government, 
councils and the community to plan for the future in order to: 

 
 Promote development in suitable locations; 
 Protect the environment; 
 Create a desired character throughout the State; 
 Provide more certainty and clarity for those proposing 

development and for the wider community; and 
 Co-ordinate the provision of infrastructure and services. 

 
The South Australian Planning Strategy and Council Development Plans are 
the primary planning policy documents in the South Australian planning 
system.  To ensure that the system achieves the above aims, there must be 
strong links between the Planning Strategy and the Development Plan.  The 
Murray and Mallee Region Plan is the volume of the South Australian 
Planning Strategy that is applicable to the Renmark Paringa Council. 
 
1.3 Purpose of the Strategic Directions Report 
 
Section 30 of the Development Act 1993 specifies that Councils must 
prepare a Strategic Directions Report that reviews their Development Plans 
every five years, or within 12 months of a change to the Planning Strategy. 

 
The purpose of the Strategic Directions Report is to give a clear indication of 
the strategic planning issues affecting the Renmark Paringa Council and 
how such issues can be addressed through amendments to the 
Development Plan. 
 
In particular, the Strategic Directions Report identifies Council’s priorities for: 

 
 achieving orderly and efficient development through the 

implementation of planning policies; 
 integrating transport and land use planning; 
 implementing the relevant policies and targets of the Planning 

Strategy; 
 physical and social infrastructure planning; and 
 other projects or initiatives considered relevant by the Council. 

 

It is important to note that the Strategic Directions Report does not 
constitute a formal change or amendment to Council’s Development Plan, 
but rather it identifies polices and other aspects in the Development Plan 
that will require future investigation. 

 
In order for the Minister for Planning to agree to the Development Plan 
Amendment work programme and approve the Strategic Directions 
Report, it must be demonstrated that appropriate steps have been taken 
by Council to achieve the relevant policies and targets of the Planning 
Strategy. 

 
The Strategic Directions Report has been prepared in accordance with the 
guidelines and template for Regional SA Councils developed by the 
Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure. 
 

 
 

Figure 2: Strategic Directions Report Context 
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1.4 The Development Plan 
 
The Development Plan is a key statutory document within the South 
Australian planning system.  It sets out policies to guide new development in 
all areas of the Council to ensure that land is developed in a manner that 
meets the aspirations of Council and the community. 

 
Most forms of development require approval from either Council or the 
Development Assessment Commission.  This involves the lodgement of a 
development application with Council, which is then assessed against the 
provisions of the Development Plan.  Examples of development include 
changing the use of land or buildings, building work and land subdivision. 
 
The Development Plan contains a series of zones, policy areas and 
precincts that cover the Council area.  The policies for each zone, policy 
area and precinct set out detailed criteria against which development 
applications are assessed, therefore determining the type of development 
that should or should not occur in certain locations. 

 
 

 

2 Previous Development Plan Review and 
Amendments 

 
2.1 2004 Development Plan Review 
 
The most recent review of the Renmark Paringa Development Plan was 
undertaken in 2004.  This review made a number of recommended policy 
investigations, a summary of which is tabled below: 
 

Topic / Issue Scope Priority 
 

Economic Activity 
 

 Amend General Industry Zone to include 
expansion of Calperum Industrial Estate 

 Spot rezone of land to General Industry and 
District Business  

High 
 
High 

Environment and 
Resources 
 
 

 Policies to address remediation of 
contaminated sites 

 Review policies associated with land division 
in Fringe, Horticulture and Dryland Farming 
Zone 

 Update policies of Fringe and Flood Zone 
 PAR to update Dryland Farming and 

Horticulture Zone policies 

High 
High 
 
Medium 
Medium 

People, Towns 
and Housing 

 Review of Country Township Zone surround 
Lyrup 

 Amend setbacks within Residential and 
Country Town Zone 

 Review land division principles within the 
Residential (Waterfront) Zone 

 Investigate rezoning Showroom Policy Area 
 Rezone land surrounding the McCormick 

Centre to Community Zone  

High 
High 
 
High 
 
High 
High 

Infrastructure 
 

 Review separation distances and height 
limitations near the aerodrome 

 Prepare a car parking fund and undertake 
PAR to identify appropriate car parking sites 

High 
 
High 

Development 
Plan Format 

 Formatting and minor amendments High 
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Since the 2004 Development Plan Review, most of the above investigations 
and amendments have been addressed within the following Development 
Plan Amendments: 
 

 Renmark Town Centre PAR – 17 November 2005 
 Country Living Zone (Paringa North Policy Area) PAR – 9 

February 2006 
 Renmark District Business Zone DPA – 21 October 2010 
 Better Development Plan Conversion and Alignment DPA - 1 

December 2011 
 
2.2 2009 Development Plan Review – Discussion Paper 
 
The Renmark Paringa Council decided not undertake a full Section 30 
Review of its Development Plan in 2009 as Council was party to the 
Riverland Futures Project, a project which comprised a regional 
Development Plan Review. 
 
Council instead prepared a Discussion Paper (finalised in October 2009), 
which reviewed the performance of its Development Plan and provided a 
foundation for the Riverland Futures Project. 
 
The Discussion Paper made the following key recommendations: 
 

 Council to work in partnership with the Riverland Futures Project 
in undertaking a region wide review of the three Riverland 
Council Development Plans; 

 The Renmark Paringa Development Plan to be converted into 
the Better Development Plan format; 

 Priority Development Plan Amendments as part of Riverland 
Futures Project:- 
 

- Dryland Farming and Horticultural review DPA (high priority) 
- Renmark and Paringa township growth, infrastructure, 

economic development and tourist accommodation DPA 
(medium/high priority) 

- Zoning issues and opportunities associated with the golf 
course, aerodrome, general industry zone and marina 
(medium/high priority) 

- Local Heritage DPA (medium priority) 
- Environmental and Cultural Assets review (low priority) 

2.3 Riverland Futures Taskforce 
 
The Renmark Paringa Council concluded a major review of its 
Development Plan, culminating in the Better Development Plan Conversion 
and Alignment DPA that came into effect on 1 December 2011.  The review 
was undertaken as part of the Riverland Futures Taskforce (RFT) - a joint 
initiative with the three Riverland Councils and the Department of Planning, 
Transport and Infrastructure. 
 
The aim of the RFT was to identify and provide growth options for a regional 
target of 7000 additional residents over the next 30 years.  This target was 
aligned to the State Strategic Plan target of a 2 million population by 2050. 
 
On 24 June 2011 the RFT was officially disbanded, with Regional 
Development Australia accepting the role and responsibility to implement 
the Riverland Futures Prospectus. 
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2.4 Recent / Current Development Plan Amendments 
 
A summary of recent ‘Council’ Development Plan Amendments is included 
in the table below: 
 

Amendment Consolidated 
 

Better Development Plan Conversion and Alignment DPA 1 December 2011 
Renmark District Business Zone DPA 21 October 2010 
General PAR 8 March 2007 
Country Living Zone (Paringa North Policy Area) PAR 9 February 2006 
Renmark Town Centre 17 November 2005 
Renmark (CT) and Paringa (DC) Development Plans - 
General PAR 

16 August 2001 

 
Council is not presently undertaking any Development Plan Amendments. 
 
2.5 Ministerial Development Plan Amendments 
 
A summary of Ministerial Development Plan Amendments are tabled below: 
 

Amendment Consolidated 
 

Integrated Water Management Plan DPA Public consultation 
stage 

Termination of the Statewide Wind Farms DPA 
Statewide Wind Farms DPA 

21 February 2013 

Statewide Wind Farms DPA (Interim) 1 December 2011 
Bushfires (Miscellaneous Amendments) DPA 3 March 2011 
Bushfires (Miscellaneous Amendments) DPA (Interim) 21 October 2010 
Bushfire Management (Part 2) PAR 8 March 2007 
Wind Farms PAR 9 October 2003 
Organic Waste Processing (Composting) PAR 13 February 2003 
Organic Waste Processing (Composting) PAR (Interim) 21 February 2002 
Telecommunications Facilities State-wide Policy Framework 
PAR 

13 September 2001 

 
 

 

3 Strategic Context 
 
3.1 Role of the Planning Strategy 
 
The Planning Strategy outlines the State Government’s direction for land use 
change and development in South Australia. 
 
There are several volumes of the Planning Strategy.  The 30 Year Plan for 
Greater Adelaide covers metropolitan areas in and around Adelaide, 
whereas regional areas are covered by seven regional volumes.  The 
Murray and Mallee Region Plan is applicable to the Renmark Paringa LGA. 
 
Each volume of the strategy is reviewed every five years and can be 
altered from time to time to align it with legislative requirements or to 
incorporate policy changes following consultation within government and 
the community. 
 
The planning directions in the strategy are translated into local policy by 
Councils when they are incorporated into Development Plans. 
 
 

 
Figure 3: Objectives of the regional volumes of the Planning Strategy (Murray and 

Mallee Region Plan) 
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3.2 Murray and Mallee Region Plan 
 
The Murray and Mallee Region Plan is a volume of the Planning Strategy for 
South Australia.  The Plan has been prepared by the State Government, in 
collaboration with regional boards and state agencies, to “guide future 
land use and development in the region”.  The Plan applies to the following 
local government areas: 
 

 Renmark Paringa Council 
 District Council of Loxton Waikerie 
 Berri Barmera Council 
 Mid Murray Council 
 Rural City of Murray Bridge 
 District Council of Karoonda East Murray 
 Southern Mallee District Council 
 Coorong District Council 

 
The Plan sets out how the government intends to balance population and 
economic growth with the need to preserve and protect the environment 
and the heritage and character of regional communities.  It also outlines 
where people are likely to live and the projected make-up of the 
population so that state and local governments can plan for the provision 
of services and infrastructure, such as transport, health, schools, aged care 
and community facilities.  The four key drivers or priorities for the Plan are: 
 

 Environment and culture 
 Economic development 
 Population and settlements 
 Infrastructure and services provision 

 
Through the Strategic Directions Report and future Development Plan 
Amendments, the Renmark Paringa Council aims to maximum opportunities 
and respond to land use and development challenges in a way that aligns 
with the strategic objectives and targets for the region.  These opportunities 
and challenges relate particularly to tourism, environment and heritage 
protection, primary production and value-added industry. 
 
 
 
 

4 Planning Issues, Opportunities and Challenges 
 
The following section identifies various planning issues, opportunities and 
challenges that the Council is faced with, now and into the future, and 
provides an analysis of such issues in the context of the strategic directions 
of the Murray and Mallee Region Plan. 

 
A range of recommendations have been made in the form of future policy 
amendments and projects.  The recommendations are summarised in the 
‘Program of Development Plan Amendments’ in Section 6 commencing on 
page 20. 
 
4.1 Population, Townships and Settlements 
 
Strategic Direction 
 Strategically plan and manage the growth of town 
 Provide residential land for a supply of diverse, affordable and 

sustainable housing to meet the needs of current and future residents 
and visitors 

 
The Region Plan is aiming for an additional 23,321 people within the Murray 
Mallee region over the next 30 years, meaning a significant number of new 
homes will need to be built in order to accommodate such growth.  The 
growth of townships must be supported with appropriate services and 
infrastructure and managed in a way that preserves primary production 
land and areas of character and environmental significance. 
 
4.1.1 Population and Growth 
 
The Riverland Futures Prospectus project (Riverland Futures Taskforce) 
recommended a population growth target for the Riverland of 7000 people 
over the next 30 years, which would require 3180 additional dwellings 
assuming an occupancy rate of 2.2 people per dwelling. 
 
Population data released by the ABS indicates that the Renmark Paringa 
LGA experienced a decline in population between 2001 and 2012 at an 
average rate of -0.32%, from a population of 9793 in 2001 to 9453 in 2012 
(refer Figure 4). 
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An analysis of ABS data by the DPTI indicates the following population 
trends and characteristics for the Renmark Paringa Council: 
 

 Over the latest intercensal period from 2006 to 2011, the size of the 
young working age cohorts aged between 15-19, 20-24 and 25-29 
years has increased, but the numbers in the mid working ages of 
30-34 and 35-39 has decreased along with the number of pre-
school age children aged between 0-4 and 10-14 years as their 
parents have moved elsewhere (refer Figure 5). 

 A large increase in the number of 60-64 year olds and smaller 
increases in several older age groups consistent with the general 
ageing of the State’s population as the proportion of children in 
the population declines and the large post-war baby boom cohort 
approach retirement. 

 Overall the age profile reflects a decrease in the size of the age 
profile in the ages 30-39 and 45-49 as the area has lost residents in 
the mid working ages through out-migration. 

 Almost every age cohort group experienced a small loss of 
residents between 2006 and 2011 either through net out-migration 
up to age 64, or through increased mortality at older ages. 

 
The above population analysis suggests that demands for community 
infrastructure and services are unlikely to increase, for the medium-term at 
least, as the population is expected to remain stable as the region 
continues its recovery from drought and flood-related affects. 
 
The increase in 60-64 years olds suggests that housing choice and 
accessibility to services will be the main challenge from a planning policy 
perspective.  Planning policies should also support a wider range of tourism 
opportunities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Figure 4: Resident Population and Growth Rate (ABS data 30 August 2013) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 5: Renmark DC Age Composition (ABS data 30 August 2013) 
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4.1.2 Land Supply 
 
The Riverland Futures Taskforce identified growth areas within each of the 
Riverland districts.  The growth areas were formally recognised through the 
Better Development Plan and Alignment DPA where land was rezoned for 
residential and employment purposes to stimulate investment in the region. 
 
Within the Renmark Paringa LGA, over 162 hectares of primary production 
land north-west of the Renmark township was rezoned Rural Living and 110 
hectares added on the outskirts of Paringa.  These areas are highlighted at 
Figure 6 below.  It is noted that few land division applications have been 
lodged since 1 December 2011 when the rezoning came into effect. 
 

 
 
Figure 6: Rural Living and Deferred Urban Zones 
 

The Residential Land Supply Report – Greater Adelaide Region and 
Selected Rural Townships 2012 prepared by the DPTI makes the following 
observations with respect to urban land supply within the Renmark Paringa 
LGA at 30 June 2012: 
 

 28.9 hectares or 49% of broadhectare land in Renmark was under 
a current residential land division with the potential for 286 dwelling 
allotments at a yield of 9.9 lots per hectare.  

 1.9 hectares or 8.6% of broadhectare land in Paringa was under a 
current residential land division with the potential for 12 dwelling 
allotments at a yield of 6.4 lots per hectare. 

 Of the 189 hectares of rural living zoned land in Renmark, only 13 
hectares was under a current residential land division with the 
potential for 12 allotments. 

 Of the 219 hectares of rural living zoned land in Paringa, only 28.9 
hectares was under a current residential land division with the 
potential for 72 allotments. 

 

 
 
Figure 7: Renmark Paringa DC Residential Broadhectare and Rural Living Land (DPTI, 
Residential Land Supply Report 30 June 2012) 
 
Note: Broadhectare land includes residential land owned by companies, private 
individuals, Housing SA, Renewal SA and other government authorities.  
 

Rural Living Zone 

Rural Living Zone 

Deferred Urban Zone 
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The amount of broadhectare land under division and the current 
availability of broadhectare land for future land division indicate that there 
is sufficient supply of land suitably zoned for residential purposes to meet 
long-term demands.  It therefore is not necessary at this time to open up the 
73 hectares of ‘deferred urban’ land that is located on the southern side of 
the township for residential development (refer Figure 6) . 
 
Council should however monitor population and housing trends over the 
next 5 to 10 years and give consideration to the timing of future rezoning of 
deferred urban land during the next Strategic Directions Review. 
 
4.1.3 Settlements 
 
The outer lying areas of Renmark North, Renmark West and Cooltong 
played an important role in early settlement of the Renmark district.  These 
areas are still recognised today in a local context, particularly Renmark 
North and West, which have their own primary schools. 
 
Although a review of these areas is not considered a high priority, it would 
be appropriate to incorporate such a review into the scope of a Local 
Heritage Survey (refer Section 4.4).  The investigations that would follow 
would determine whether the history and local characteristics of the areas 
warrant recognition as ‘settlements’ within the Development Plan.  
 
A Structure Plan or new Development Plan policies would identify the areas 
and provide direction for the future development of land. 
 
4.1.4 Town Approaches 
 
The south-western approach to Renmark along the Sturt Highway is the 
‘gateway’ to the Renmark township and the surrounding district.  
Approaches from the north-west on Ral Ral Avenue and from the west on 
Paringa Road-Sturt Highway are also important entrances. 
 

 

The role of town approaches should not be underestimated, as they give 
visitors a first and sometimes lasting impression of a town.  Inappropriate 
development can have significant visual and functional impacts, the 
consequences of which can be long-lasting. 
 
While the Better Development Plan Conversion and Alignment DPA 
introduced Principle of Development Control 11 to the Primary Production 
which relates to development adjacent to the Sturt Highway and/or the 
Loxton-Paringa-Murtho Road, not enough consideration was given to land 
use restrictions and policies to promote visual enhancement. 
 
There exists potential to introduce a policy overlay, such as a policy area or 
precinct to place much stronger emphasis on the protection and 
enhancement of town approaches. 
 
Recommended Actions and Amendments 
 
Monitor population and housing trends and give consideration to the timing 
of future rezoning of deferred urban land during the next Strategic 
Directions Review. 
 
Undertake a ‘settlements’ review as part of a Local Heritage Survey. 
 
A review of town approaches as part of a future DPA. 
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4.2 Rural Living 
  
Strategic Direction 
 Strategically plan and manage the growth of town 
 
The Better Development Plan Conversion and Alignment DPA (1 December 
2011) introduced a Rural Living Zone that focussed on three specific areas; 
land at the Renmark Golf Course, land in Paringa North, and land west of 
the Renmark Township. 
 
A Policy Area (and Precinct in Renmark West) covers land in each of these 
areas.  The Policy Areas and Precinct prescribe a minimum allotment size for 
new land division proposals.   

 
4.2.1 Renmark West  
 
In terms of Renmark West, the zone is split into two areas and there is a 
significant difference in the minimum allotment size for each area.  Land 
north of Cucumunga Street is within Precinct 11, which seeks a minimum 
allotment size of two (2) hectares.  Land south of Cucumunga Street is 
within Policy Area 8 (no precinct overlay), which has a minimum allotment 
size of 2000 square metres. 
    

 

Council members and residents have expressed concern with the minimum 
allotment size of two hectares within Policy Area 8, and the disparity that 
has been established between land in Precinct 11.  Investigations 
undertaken during the Better Development Plan Conversion and Alignment 
DPA suggest that groundwater levels and soil type/structure within Precinct 
11 would have implications for on-site effluent disposal on smaller 
allotments.  That said, it is not clear from these investigations as to why a 
minimum allotment size of two hectares is appropriate, given that two 
hectares is considerably larger than a typical rural living allotment. 
 
While it is acknowledged that land within Policy Area 8 is more suited to 
smaller allotments due to the size of existing parcels and there being a 
lower concentration of horticulture uses, further analysis of land in Precinct 
11 should be undertaken to establish policies that more appropriately 
balance the market and community demands for rural living with the 
character and function of surrounding primary production.  Future 
investigations should not only review the minimum allotment size, but also 
look to strengthen policies to ensure that appropriate measures are in place 
to address interface-related issues. 
 
4.2.2 Renmark Golf Course 
 
The Renmark Golf Course is situated off the Sturt Highway on the western 
approach to the Renmark township.  The northern portion of the golf course 
and adjacent land is situated within the Golf Course Country Living Policy 
Area of the Rural Living Zone.  The minimum allotment size for land division 
within the policy area is 2000 square metres.  
 
Council has been approached by the owners of the Renmark Golf Club 
regarding the potential to develop land on the northern periphery of the 
golf course for residential purposes.  The intention would be to develop the 
land into a ‘golf course estate’, with particular emphasis on retirement 
living.  This form of housing is relatively common throughout South Australia, 
examples of which include McCracken at Victor Harbour, The Dunes at Port 
Hughes and Wirrinna Cove on the Fleurieu Peninsula. 
 
Golf course estates tend to offer a range of allotments to cater for differing 
lifestyles.  For instance, retirees often seek low maintenance living and 
therefore prefer smaller allotments.  The current minimum allotment size of 
2000 square metres facilitates only large housing allotments or acreage that 
is not suitable for these kinds of residential estates.  

Precinct 11 Renmark West Rural Living 
2 hectare minimum allotment size 

Renmark West Rural Living Policy Area 8 
2000m² minimum allotment size 
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The Renmark Golf Course provides a unique environment and opportunity 
to diversify the supply of land for housing within the Council area.  A 
concept/structure plan that gives consideration to allotment sizes and 
layout, road design, interface issues and infrastructure requirements should 
be prepared as a basis for future investigations. 
 
4.2.3 River Murray Fringe Zone 
 
Further investigations should be undertaken in respect to land division and 
new dwellings within the River Murray Fringe Zone.  Current policies within 
the River Murray Fringe Zone emphasise the importance of protecting the 
natural character and visual attractiveness of the River Murray and its 
surrounds, yet there is a lack of clear policy guidance for land division and 
new dwellings.  Given that much of the land has either views or direct 
access to the river, there is increasing pressure for rural living. 
 
Existing policies identify certain exceptions within the non-complying list 
where land division and dwellings are to be assessed on-merit, however 
more development-specific policies do not follow through to the principles 
of development control for guidance.  Furthermore, existing policies do not 
recognise existing horticulture uses, which are highly concentrated in those 
areas outside of the Lyrup and Paringa townships. 
 
Recommended Actions and Amendments 
 
Review the minimum allotment sizes for the Rural Living Zone – Golf Course 
Country Living and Renmark West Rural Living Policy Areas.  This should 
involve investigations into issues of ground water levels and soil 
type/structure and further analysis of land size and uses within the Renmark 
West Rural Living Policy Area. 
 
Prepare a concept plan for the Renmark Golf Club land. 
 
Review policies for land division and new dwellings within the Primary 
Production Zone and River Murray Fringe Zone. 
 
A Rural Living and Miscellaneous DPA is considered a high priority and is 
recommended for immediate commencement. 
 
 

4.3 Primary Production and related Industry 
 
Strategic Direction 
 Retain and strengthen the economic potential of primary production 

land. 
 
The economy of the Renmark Paringa district is underpinned by diverse and 
sustained primary production, with irrigated horticulture continuing to be 
the predominant form of primary production. 
 
Drought conditions in recent years have seen many land and business 
owners endure difficult economic conditions, and in some cases, require 
drought related assistance (Federal Government exit packages).  This has 
resulted in pressures from alternative land uses, such as housing, on land 
that was once operated productively. 
 
The Region Plan considers the retention of primary production land to be of 
high priority. 
 
4.3.1 Right to Farm 
 
As part of the Better Development Plan Conversion and Alignment DPA 
process, Council and the community felt that while it was important to 
retain rural land for primary production, owners should also be afforded the 
ability to live on the land or excise an existing dwelling from primary 
production activities. 
 
Consequently, the DPA introduced policies that make it possible for a new 
dwelling to be built on primary production land provided a vegetated 
buffer of some 40 metres can be achieved between the dwelling and 
allotment boundaries.  Similarly, some allowances to subdivide an existing 
dwelling from primary productive land were made to enable longstanding 
farm owners to sell their productive land holding yet remain in their place of 
residence. 
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Source: ABC News, 19 November 2009 
 
Given the importance of primary production to the region, and the 
interface issues (i.e. spray drift, night harvesting and bird scarers) that are 
often experienced between rural operators and rural residential owners, it is 
imperative that Council continues to monitor the outcomes of the above 
policy approach to ensure the key objective of retaining primary 
production land is not being undermined. 
 
4.3.2 Land Productivity 
 
Council is aware that some owners of primary production land consider 
their holdings to be no longer productive or viable due to size constraints 
that are attributed to changing farm practices, market demands and 
economies of scale. 
 
While current policies within the Primary Production Zone seek the retention 
of land for agriculture and horticulture, the policies do not necessarily 
recognise the size of existing land holdings and the constraints that land size 
can have on ‘productivity’ and long-term sustainability. 
 
It is considered appropriate for Council to undertake a land capability 
review of primary production land throughout the region.  This review may 
lead to a Rural Areas DPA and policies to encourage productive and 
sustainable primary production, such as land consolidation and rural-
related industry. 
 
 

4.3.3 Value Added Industry 
 
The Primary Production Zone and Industrial Development module within the 
Development Plan actively promote and encourage value-added rural 
activities that are allied to primary production. 
 
The region appears well placed for new and diverse forms of horticulture in 
areas with suitable access to irrigated water supply.  The region has good 
access to produce markets in Adelaide and the eastern states and 
distribution facilities at Pooraka and Edinburgh Park, and importantly is 
situated on a major interstate freight route.  Opportunities for more intensive 
forms of horticulture production should therefore be encouraged, possibly 
through glasshouses, hydroponics and other environmentally efficient 
systems.  Development Plan policies may need to respond to emerging 
opportunities and trends in the future. 
 
4.3.4 Existing Policy Issues 
 
Council Planning Staff and the Regional Development Assessment Panel 
have identified several policy issues and observations when assessing 
proposals for land division and new dwellings within the Primary Production 
Zone. 
 
The Better Development Plan Conversion and Alignment DPA introduced 
policies to provide land owners with the ability to excise an existing dwelling 
from their productive land, subject to meeting certain criteria, as a means 
of exiting the industry.  Such policies also provide opportunities for a new 
dwelling, again subject to certain criteria, to be constructed on productive 
land that does not presently contain a dwelling. 
 
Some of the issues and observations are, but not limited to: 
 

 Ambiguity in respect to the interpretation of land division policies 
within the Primary Production Zone, particularly the non-complying 
criteria; 

 The requirement for a minimum area of one hectare when excising 
an existing dwelling or the establishment of a 40 metre buffer 
around a new dwelling can significantly affect the productiveness 
of existing horticultural activities; 
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 Policies for new dwellings in the Primary Production Zone do not 
recognise vacant land through Federal Government exit 
packages; and 

 Criteria should be provided within the Primary Production Zone to 
better facilitate the siting of dwellings to minimise the loss of 
productive land, i.e. siting dwellings close to road frontages. 

 
A review of policies for land division and new dwellings within the Primary 
Production Zone should be undertaken as part of a Rural Living and 
Miscellaneous DPA to address the above issues. 
 
Recommended Actions and Amendments 
 
Undertake a land capability review of primary production land, which may 
lead to a Rural Areas DPA to encourage productive and sustainable 
primary production and value added industries. 
 
Review policies for land division and new dwellings within the Primary 
Production Zone as part of a Rural Living and Miscellaneous DPA. 
 
Correct errors and anomalies through a Section 29 amendment. 
 
4.4 Heritage and Conservation 
 
Strategic Direction 
 Identify and protect places of heritage and cultural significance, and 

desired town character 
 
The Renmark Paringa region is rich in history and character with settlement 
dating back to 1880’s.  The positioning of the townships on the banks of the 
River Murray and the ensuing irrigated horticultural and farm practices have 
been major influences on the land use and built form character of the 
region. 
 
The Development Plan identifies ten (10) State Heritage Places (refer 
Development Plan Table RePa/4) and includes policies within the General 
Section that are designed to protect State Heritage Places.  These policies 
were adopted through the recent Better Development Plan Conversion 
and Alignment DPA. 
 

 
 
 
While some elements of early settlement are evident, the historic value of 
certain land features and buildings has not been recognised by Council in 
a planning policy sense.  Consequently, the Development Plan does not 
identify Local Heritage Items or Contributory Places.  The identification, 
protection and conservation of buildings and places of heritage value, be it 
at State or local level, is an important principle of the Region Plan and 
should therefore be investigated. 
 
To identify and carefully manage the region’s heritage, there is a distinct 
need for Council to conduct a Local Heritage Survey.  This survey will guide 
a future Local Heritage DPA. 
 
Recommended Actions and Amendments 
 
Undertake a Local Heritage Survey to identify buildings and places of 
heritage significance and value. 
 
A Local Heritage Survey would lead to and form an integral part of a future 
Local Heritage DPA.  A Local Heritage DPA should identify heritage 
items/places and introduce policies to the ‘Heritage Places’ module to 
better protect and conserve the region’s heritage and character. 
 
The commencement of a Local Heritage Survey is considered a high 
priority. 
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4.5 Environment and the River Murray 
 
Strategic Direction 
 Recognise, protect and restore the region’s environmental assets 
 Protect people, property and the environment from exposure to hazards 
 
The Region Plan identifies the importance of environmental assets and the 
need for their on-going protection.  As the economy of the region is 
dependent on the River Murray for irrigated horticulture and as a focal 
point for tourism, the health of the River Murray ecosystem is critical to the 
long-term sustainability of the region.  The effects of drought on the River 
Murray and groundwater supplies need consideration. 
 
Development Plan policies need to adapt to changing climate conditions 
to minimise the risks and effects of hazards, i.e. floods and bushfires, to 
people, property and the environment. 
 
4.5.1 Water Resources 
 
A range of Environmental Sustainability principles from the State Planning 
Policy Library Modules were introduced to the Development Plan through 
the Better Development Plan Conversion and Alignment DPA.  The new 
modules include: 
 

 Energy Efficiency 
 Hazards 
 Industrial Development 
 Interface between Land Uses 
 Mineral Extraction 
 Natural Resources 
 Orderly and Sustainable Development 
 Renewable Energy Facilities 
 Residential Development 
 Waste 

 
The policy content of these modules had regard for the State Government’s 
Water for Good and Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) strategies. 
 
Council recognises the need to reduce reliance on the River Murray and 
groundwater resources by implementing appropriate policies and 
strategies.  In addition to above policy modules, the Integrated Water 

Management DPA currently being undertaken by the Minister, which 
involves the Renmark Paringa Council and eight other Council’s within the 
SA Murray Darling-Basin, aims to introduce Development Plan policies to 
ensure water use is within sustainable limits.  The policies will seek to 
maximise the potential re-use of stormwater and effluent, while ensuring 
sufficient water of a suitable quality is provided for the environment.  The 
introduction of “Water Management Areas” maps will assist Council’s in 
identifying relevant policy and prompt referrals to relevant State 
Government agencies. 
 
4.5.2 Flood Protection 
 
Flooding is considered to be the most prevalent hazard affecting the 
Renmark Paringa district given there are many low-lying areas that are 
susceptible to flooding.  A series of levee bank were built around much of 
town some 50 years ago for protection from floodwaters.  The current 
condition of the levee is of concern to Council and the community, the risks 
of which have been made more apparent by recent high river levels 
brought about by floods interstate. 
 

 
 
 
Council is currently undertaking a Flood Mitigation Project in conjunction 
with the DEWNR that is funded by the natural disaster resilience fund.  The 
project will investigate and make recommendations for upgrades and 
maintenance of the levee and will assist with the updating of flood 
inundation mapping. 
 
A Flood Management DPA should be undertaken to incorporate the 
outcomes of the Flood Mitigation Project and other flood protection 
policies into the Renmark Paringa Development Plan. 
 
 
 
 

2013 | Renmark Paringa Council Strategic Directions Report 17 

 



Recommended Actions and Amendments 
 
Update Development Plan flood maps and implement relevant 
policies/findings arising from the Flood Mitigation Project through a Flood 
Management DPA.  The timing of the DPA is dependent on completion of 
Flood Mitigation Project. 
 
4.6 Tourism 
 
Strategic Direction 
 Reinforce the region as a preferred tourism destination 
 
The importance of tourism to the region has been well established.  The 
Region Plan recognises the River Murray as the main drawcard with river-
based recreation such as houseboats, one of the most important 
contributors to tourism. 
 
While Council has adopted the Tourism Development module from the 
State Planning Policy Library, the adopted policies speak of tourism 
development in relatively broad terms, with limited guidance on the kinds 
of tourist development, preferred locations and the relationships with the 
River Murray and agricultural sector. 
 
Council has identified tourist accommodation and opportunities for eco-
tourism as the fundamental issues affecting tourism in the district. 
 
4.6.1 Eco-Tourism 
 
Eco-tourism is one of the fastest growing forms of tourism with its popularity 
representing a change in tourist perceptions, increased environmental 
awareness, and a desire to explore natural environments.  The growth of 
eco-tourism means it is a creator of economic opportunities for local 
communities.  Council considers it important that the Development Plan 
provides scope for environmentally responsible tourist activities and 
accommodation options. 
 

 
 
Much of the land surrounding the River Murray is situated within either the 
River Murray Flood Zone or River Murray Fringe Zone.  Apart from PDC 12 of 
the River Murray Fringe Zone which supports “low key tourist and hospitality 
services”, the policies within these zones do not actively promote eco-
tourism related development.  In fact, “tourism development” is listed as 
non-complying within the River Murray Flood Zone.  
 
The envisaged forms of development outlined in PDC 1 of both zones 
should include appropriate eco-tourism activities and land uses, and be 
supported by robust environmental management policies.  A review of the 
non-complying list would be required, with a view to providing exceptions 
for appropriate tourism-related development.  Land use definitions should 
also be investigated for added guidance. 
 
4.6.2 Tourist and Itinerant Worker Accommodation 
 
The seasonal nature of horticulture production means that work is often 
short-term and at certain times of the year.  Seasonal work attracts a 
significant number of itinerant workers and travellers to the district, many of 
which seek low-cost accommodation. 
 
While existing accommodation types within the district include hostels, 
caravan parks, on-site pickers quarters, motels and hotels, Council is acutely 
aware that such accommodation is of limited supply, particularly during 
peak season.  The supply issues have been made even more apparent by 
recent experiences of houses and other buildings being unlawfully 
occupied by itinerant workers. 
 
Council considers it necessary to undertake a review of existing low-cost 
accommodation throughout the Renmark Paringa DC and the suitability of 
existing Development Plan policies in promoting such accommodation 
within townships and primary production areas. 
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A future Tourism DPA that investigates opportunities for eco-tourism and 
tourist and itinerant worker accommodation is of medium to high priority. 
 
Recommended Actions and Amendments 
 
Review existing tourist accommodation options and supply and identify 
new opportunities, with a particular focus on short-term and low-cost 
accommodation. 
 
Introduce policies to the River Murray Flood Zone and River Murray Fringe 
Zone to promote eco-tourism related development, including a review of 
the non-complying lists and investigation of land use definitions to guide 
tourism development. 
 
A Tourism DPA is considered a medium to high priority. 
 
4.7 Miscellaneous 
 
4.7.1 Airport Land 
 
The Renmark Airport is situated south-west of the Renmark township and lies 
between industry, primary production and natural scrub land.  The land is 
contained within the Airfield Zone, which envisages service and industry 
related development that is directly associated with aviation. 
 
Council should review existing Development Plan policies and investigate 
opportunities for alternative land uses within the Airfield Zone.  
Consideration should only be given to compatible land uses that do not 
undermine the planning policy objectives and future development of 
established areas, such as the adjacent industrial estate.  The continued 
operation of the airport also should not be undermined. 
 
4.7.2 Large Scale Industry 
 
Council is aware of the pressures of large-scale industries that have either 
out-grown their existing facilities or have been operating in areas which are 
now deemed inappropriate for such development when considered under 
current planning controls.  Road transport terminals are most notable due to 
their requirement for large sites, suitable road infrastructure and their 
potential for interface-related impacts. 

While there is land available within the existing industrial estate, allotment 
sizes are such that they are generally only suited to small and medium size 
businesses. 
 
Council should undertake an industrial land review, with specific focus on 
large scale industry such as road transport terminals.  The suitability of land 
between Airport Road and Government Road should be investigated due 
to its current dryland use and close proximity to existing industry and the 
Sturt Highway. 
 
An industrial land review would form the basis for amendments, possibly as 
a part of a future DPA. 
 
Recommended Actions and Amendments 
 
Review existing Development Plan policies and investigate opportunities for 
alternative land uses within the Airfield Zone. 
 
Undertake an industrial land review, with specific focus on large scale 
industry such as road transport terminals, and investigate amendments to 
the Development Plan as part of a future DPA. 
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5 Stakeholder Engagement 
 
5.1 Staff and Elected Member Input 
 
Meetings were held with senior staff to identify key planning issues, 
opportunities and challenges that the Renmark Paringa Council is likely to 
face in coming years. 
 
A Development Plan Review Workshop was held with Elected Members on 
12 June 2013 as part of Council’s Strategic Planning and Development 
Policy Committee.  This workshop canvassed a range of strategic planning 
issues, which ultimately formed the basis for a working program for future 
Development Plan Amendments. 
 

 
 
The following are some of the key issues raised by Elected Members during 
the workshop: 
 

 Review minimum allotments sizes within the Rural Living Zone; 
 Review policies for land division and new dwellings in 

horticultural areas to address ambiguity; 
 Land division in the River Murray Fringe Zone; 
 Opportunities for tourist and itinerant worker accommodation; 
 Opportunities for eco-tourism; 
 Review town centre policies for Lyrup and Paringa; 
 Conduct a heritage survey to identify buildings and places of 

local heritage significance; 
 Land supply for housing; 
 Recognition of ‘settlement areas’ i.e. Renmark North; 
 Recognise the importance of town approach / entrance; 
 Land use opportunities within the Airfield Zone; and 
 Flood-related issues. 

 

5.2 Community Consultation 
 
While public information meetings and workshops have not been 
conducted, more targeted discussions have taken place with several 
interested community groups. 
 
The Strategic Directions Report was made available for public comment for 
a period of two months, closing on 13 February 2014, during which time 
interested persons or organisations were given the opportunity to make 
comment.  Following the consultation period, a public hearing was held 
before Council’s Strategic Planning and Development Policy Committee on 
25 February 2014 to allow interested persons to appear before the Council 
to be heard on their written submission. 
 
Various mediums were used, including internet, email, post and print and 
social media to make the community aware of the Strategic Directions 
Report and to invite public feedback. 
 
Five (5) public submissions were received by Council, a summary of which is 
provided at Appendix A. 
 
5.3 Agency Consultation 
 
All relevant State Government agencies and bodies were consulted as 
required under Section 30(3) of the Development Act 1993.  Nine (9) 
agency submissions were received, a summary of which is provided at 
Appendix A. 
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6 Program for Future Development Plan 
Amendments 

 
A five year program of Development Plan Amendments has been 
prepared following an analysis of the planning issues, opportunities and 
challenges outlined above in Section 4. 
 
The program is designed to deliver appropriate policy amendments and 
projects to ensure the Renmark Paringa Development Plan aligns with the 
strategic policies and targets of the Murray and Mallee Region Plan. 
 
Some issues may require further investigations, projects or studies that may 
have timing, budgetary and resource implications. 
 
6.1 Recommended DPA Program 
 
Section 29 Amendment 
Scope Priority Timing 
 Correct errors and anomalies within the 

Development Plan pursuant to Section 29 of 
the Development Act 1993. 

High 2014 

 
Rural Living and Miscellaneous DPA 
Scope Priority Timing 
 Review minimum allotment sizes for the 

Rural Living Zone – Golf Course Country 
Living and Renmark West Rural Living Policy 
Areas. 

 Prepare a concept plan for the Renmark 
Golf Club land. 

 Review policies for land division and new 
dwellings within the Primary Production Zone 
and River Murray Fringe Zone. 

 Investigate issues of ground water levels 
and soil type/structure and further analyse 
land size and uses within the Renmark West 
Rural Living Policy Area. 

 

High 2014 upon 
adoption 
of SDR 

 

 
 
 
Tourism DPA 
Scope Priority Timing 
 Review existing tourist accommodation 

options and supply within the district. 
 Investigate tourist accommodation 

opportunities, with particular focus on short-
term and low-cost accommodation. 

 Introduce policies to promote eco-tourism 
related development within the River 
Murray Flood Zone and River Murray Fringe 
Zone. 

High 2014/2015 

 
Local Heritage DPA 
Scope Priority Timing 
 Undertake a Local Heritage Survey to 

identify buildings and places of heritage 
significance and value. 

 Introduce policies to the ‘Heritage Places’ 
module to better protect and conserve the 
region’s heritage and character. 

Medium to 
High 

2015/2016 

 
Flood Management DPA 
Scope Priority Timing 
 Review outcomes of Council’s Flood 

Mitigation Project. 
 Update Development Plan policies and 

flood mapping. 

Medium 2016 

 
Rural Areas DPA 
Scope Priority Timing 
 Undertake a land capability review of 

primary production land. 
 Investigate policies for productive and 

sustainable primary production and value 
added industries. 

Low 2016/2017 

 

2013 | Renmark Paringa Council Strategic Directions Report 21 

 



Industrial and Airport Land Review 
Scope Priority Timing 

 Investigate opportunities for alternative land 
uses within the Airfield Zone. 

 Review the existing supply of industrial land 
review, with specific focus on large scale 
industry such as road transport terminals. 

 Investigate the potential for a developer 
funded DPA. 

Low 2017/2018 
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Glossary 
 
ABS Australian Bureau of Statistics 
DC District Council 
DEWNR Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources  
DPA Development Plan Amendment 
DPTI Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure 
LGA Local Government Area 
PAR Plan Amendment Report 
PIRSA Primary Industries and Regions SA 
PDC Principle of Development Control 
RFT Riverland Futures Taskforce 
SDR Strategic Directions Report 
WSUD Water Sensitive Urban Design 
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Appendix A 
 
 
Summary of Public and Agency submissions 
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Public Consultation 
 
 
Public consultation period: 6 December 2013 to 13 February 2014 
 
Number of written submissions received: Five (5) 
 
 
Submissions received from: 
 

Summary of issues/comments Development Plan response 

Mr Peter Lazarevic 
50 Bookmark Avenue, Renmark 
 

Support allotment sizes with a minimum of 2000m² 
to 4000m² within Precinct 11 Renmark West Rural 
Living. 
 
The land is ideally located for smaller allotments 
and is unsuitable for horticulture. 
 

A Rural Living and Miscellaneous DPA is 
recommended and is considered a high priority.  
The DPA will involve investigations into issues of 
ground water levels and soil type/structure 
associated with effluent disposal, and further 
analyse land size and uses within the Renmark West 
Rural Living Policy Area. 
 

Giuseppe and Paula Catalano 
Allotment 20 in DP 22488, Renmark West 
 

Preference for minimum allotment sizes in Precinct 
11 Renmark West Rural Living to be 2000m².  4000m² 
allotments would be difficult to keep clean and 
tidy. 
 
A biocycle sewerage system can adequately 
dispose of effluent. 
 

As above 
 

Mr Craig Patty 
63 Ontario Street, Renmark West 
 

Unfairness in only allowing 5 acres allotments in 
Renmark West Rural Living Policy Area 8. All areas 
have same or similar soil profiles and proximity to 
Bookmark Creek. 
 
Preference for minimum allotment sizes in Precinct 
11 Renmark West Rural Living to be 2000m² as they 
are easy to maintain. 5 acre allotments are 
unattractive to potential buyers. 
 
A biocycle sewerage system can adequately 
dispose of effluent. 
  

As above 
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Con and Athina Lioutas 
112 Tapalin Street, Renmark 
 

Concerns regarding the restrictive allotment sizes in 
Precinct 11.  Both Precinct 11 and Policy Area 8 are 
in close proximity of each other and therefore have 
similar, if not the same, soil profiles. 
 
Effluent disposal on smaller allotments within 
Precinct 11 could be easily resolved by using Bio-
Cycle sewerage systems that are readily available 
and affordable. 
 
There are few horticultural properties left in Precinct 
11.  We will soon be exiting the fruit growing 
business and will be clearing all vines this year. 
  

As above 

M & M Somuna 
233 Ral Ral Avenue, Renmark 

Review the minimum allotment sizes for the Rural 
Living Zone – Golf Course Country Living and 
Renmark West Rural Living Policy Areas. 
 
Support for a Rural Living and Miscellaneous DPA as 
a high priorty. 
 

As above 

 
 
 
Consultation with state government departments, agencies and other bodies 
 
 
Department/Agency 
 

 
Summary of comments 
 

Government investment in area, 
timing of infrastructure etc 

Strategic investigations/actions or 
Development Plan response 

SA Power Networks SA Power Networks requests that 
Council and prospective developers 
ensure that power is available before 
land division takes place.  
 
Prospective developers and those 
approving developments should give 
consideration to current network 
capacity. 
 
Any change to zoning should have 

Existing substations at Lyrup, Paringa 
and Renmark and a future substation 
to be developed at Calperum. 

The Development Plan has existing 
policies that require new 
development to be appropriately 
serviced by electricity infrastructure. 
 
Future DPA’s should involve 
investigations into power available 
and capacity.  
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regard for current or proposed 
electricity distribution infrastructure. 
 

Department for Manufacturing, 
Innovation, Trade, Resources & 
Energy (DMITRE) 
 

The SDR proposes no actions that 
would impact on the Mining Industry 
but it should be noted that the 
Council district contains 19 mining 
tenements, 1 exploration tenement 
and 1 petroleum exploration 
tenement. 
 
Consideration should be given to 
tenements so as to minimise the 
impacts from encroaching 
incompatible land uses. 
 
There is nothing of concern to existing 
petroleum or pipeline licenses. 
 
The SDR mentions that State Planning 
Policy Library modules interface 
between land uses and mineral 
extraction and have previously been 
incorporated in to the Development 
Plan. 
 

The Renmark Paringa District contains 
19 mining tenements, 1 exploration 
tenement and 1 petroleum 
exploration tenement. 
 

No investigations or actions. 
 
The State Planning Policy Library 
modules for interface between land 
uses and mineral extraction were 
incorporated in to the Development 
Plan as part of the Better Development 
Plan Conversion and Alignment DPA 
consolidated on 1 December 2011. 

SA Water No specific comments to make 
regarding the Strategic Directions 
Report. 
 

Existing water infrastructure in 
township areas.  SA Water does not 
provide water supply to Rural or 
Country Living allotments.  

The Development Plan has existing 
policies that require new 
development to be appropriately 
serviced by water supply and 
wastewater infrastructure. 
 
Future DPA’s should involve 
investigations into water supply 
availability and the capacity of 
wastewater infrastructure. 

Environment Protection Authority Four of the recommended DPA’s are 
likely to be of interest to the EPA. 
 
Rural Living and Miscellaneous DPA – 
careful consideration should be given 

The EPA’s environmental interest is 
within the fields of waste and 
wastewater management, water 
quality, site contamination, air and 
noise impacts and protection from 

A Rural Living and Miscellaneous DPA 
is recommended and is considered a 
high priority. The interface between 
land uses should be considered within 
the DPA. Issues of ground water levels 
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to interfaces between residential 
development and surrounding 
industry and primary production.  
Further investigations into 
groundwater will be required 
demonstrate appropriate disposal of 
effluent for smaller allotments. 
 
Tourism DPA – development in the 
River Murray Flood and Fringe Zones 
may have a detrimental impact on 
water quality. Council should discuss 
this DPA with the EPA prior to 
preparation. 
 
Rural Areas DPA – interface between 
land uses and stormwater and 
wastewater management should be 
considered.  The EPA recommends 
that preliminary site contamination 
investigations be undertaken. 
 
Industrial and Airport Land Review – 
Council should consider interface 
impacts. 
 

radiation. and soil type/structure will be 
investigated. 
 
Investigations to promote eco-tourism 
related development within the River 
Murray Flood Zone and River Murray 
Fringe Zone should consider water 
quality. 
 
A Rural Areas DPA is recommended, 
which will investigate policies for 
productive and sustainable primary 
production and value added 
industries.  Issues of land use interface, 
stormwater and wastewater 
management and site contamination 
should be investigated. 
 
An Industrial and Airport Land Review 
is recommended, which should 
consider land use interface impacts. 
 
 

Department for Environment, Water & 
Natural Resources (DEWNR) 
 

The area north of the Golf Course is 
currently zoned rural living and is 
mapped as native vegetation. 
Creating policies that enable smaller 
land parcels will impact on the 
retention of this native vegetation. 
Consideration should be given to the 
requirements under the Native 
Vegetation Act 1991 and Regulations 
2003 to provide a significance 
environmental benefit (SEB) offset for 
clearance associated with residential 
development. 
 
 

 A Rural Living and Miscellaneous DPA 
is recommended and is considered a 
high priority. Issues of native 
vegetation clearance should also be 
considered within the DPA.  
 
Investigations to promote eco-tourism 
related development within the River 
Murray Flood Zone and River Murray 
Fringe Zone should consider the 
retention of native vegetation and 
impacts on water quality, flood 
waters and other natural resources. 
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DEWNR does not support the 
introduction of policies that will 
actively promote tourism 
development within the River Murray 
Flood Zone or the River Murray Fringe 
Zone, where native vegetation is 
present. 
 
DEWNR commends the Council on 
zoning proclaimed parks under the 
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 
as conservation. Council could 
consider including a Desired 
Character statement in the 
Conservation Zone that explains how 
and why the park was declared and 
what key features can be attributed 
to that park. 
 
DEWNR consider the identification of 
natural resources on Development 
Plan mapping to be of great 
assistance to a transparent and 
fulsome development assessment 
process. 
 
Eco-tourism as a concept is 
supported by the Human Dimension 
Objectives for a Healthy River Murray, 
but any promotion of such 
development would have to ensure it 
complies with the other Objectives.   
 
DEWNR commends the Council in its 
recommendation to undertake a 
local heritage survey. 
 
DEWNR supports the 
recommendation that Development 
Plan flood maps be updated 
accordingly once the project is 

A Local Heritage DPA is 
recommended, including a Local 
Heritage Survey to identify buildings 
and places of heritage significance 
and value. 
 
A Flood Management DPA is 
recommended as a medium priority. 
The DPA will involve the update of 
Development Plan flood maps and 
the implementation of relevant 
policies/findings arising from the Flood 
Mitigation Project. 
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completed. 
 
DEWNR is pleased to note that the 
Development Plan directs 
development to be located where 
the threat and impact of bushfires on 
life and property are minimised. 
 

SA Tourism Commission SATC is highly supportive of Council’s 
intention to undertake a Tourism 
Development Plan Amendment 
(DPA) as a high priority in 2014/15. 
 
The Tourism DPA is consistent with the 
Riverland Destination Action Plan and 
will assist in facilitating the filling of 
identified infrastructure gaps in the 
district. 
 

 A Tourism DPA is recommended as a 
high priority. 
 
The DPA will review existing tourist 
accommodation options and supply 
within the district and investigate 
tourist accommodation opportunities, 
with particular focus on short-term 
and low-cost accommodation.  It will 
also investigate policies to promote 
eco-tourism related development 
within the River Murray Flood Zone 
and River Murray Fringe Zone. 
 

SA State Emergency Service  No issues of concern to the State 
Emergency Service at this time. 
 
It is good to see that there are 
specific references to flooding and 
problems with the levee banks. 
 
The SASES would expect that future 
DPA’s conform to current and future 
State and Local Government 
planning requirements that relate to 
flood, stormwater management, 
building design and emergency 
vehicle access. 
 

 A Flood Management DPA is 
recommended as a medium priority. 
 
The DPA will involve the update of 
Development Plan flood maps and 
the implementation of relevant 
policies/findings arising from the Flood 
Mitigation Project. 
 

SA Murray-Darling Basin & Natural 
Resources Management Board 
 

The integrated Water Management 
Plan DPA is nearing agreement to be 
released on Public and Agency 
consultation. 

The Board seeks the better 
management of natural resources. 

A Rural Living and Miscellaneous DPA 
is recommended and is considered a 
high priority.  The DPA will review 
minimum allotment sizes for the Rural 
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The Board supports the strategy to 
review minimum allotments sizes 
within the Rural Living Zone. 
 
The Board supports the strategy to 
undertake a land capability review of 
primary production land. 
 
The Board supports the strategy to 
undertake a Local Heritage Survey 
and DPA. 
 
The Board supports the strategy to 
undertake a Flood Management 
DPA. 
 
The Board supports the strategy to 
introduce policies to the River Murray 
Flood Zone and River Murray Fringe 
Zone to promote tourism. 
 
The Board supports the strategy to 
investigate opportunities within the 
Airfield Zone and to undertake an 
industrial land review. 
 

Living Zone – Golf Course Country 
Living and Renmark West Rural Living 
Policy Areas. 
 
A Rural Areas DPA is recommended, 
which will investigate policies for 
productive and sustainable primary 
production and value added 
industries. 
 
A Local Heritage DPA is 
recommended, including a Local 
Heritage Survey to identify buildings 
and places of heritage significance 
and value. 
 
A Flood Management DPA is 
recommended, which will involve the 
update of Development Plan flood 
maps and the implementation of 
relevant policies/findings arising from 
the Flood Mitigation Project. 
 
A Tourism DPA is recommended as a 
medium to high priority 
 
An Industrial and Airport Land Review 
is recommended. 
 

Office of Recreation & Sport The ORS supports the general intent 
of SDR and Council’s plan to develop 
a concept/structure plan for the 
Renmark Golf Course. 
 

 A Rural Living and Miscellaneous DPA 
is recommended and is considered a 
high priority.  The DPA will review 
minimum allotment sizes for the Rural 
Living Zone – Golf Course Country 
Living and Renmark West Rural Living 
Policy Areas. 
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