HOME ACTIVITY
Development Guide
What is defined as a Home Activity?
A Home Activity is defined in the Development Regulations as follows:
The use of the site by a person resident on the site:
a) that does not detrimentally affect the amenity of the locality or any part of the locality
(this is a Council decision but please indicate if you believe the proposed Home Activity
will impact on the neighbours);
b) that does not require or involve:
• assistance by more than one person who is not a resident in the dwelling;
•

use of a floor area exceeding 30m2 (whether temporarily or permanently); or

•

the display of goods in a window or about the dwelling or its curtilage; or

•

the imposition on the services provided by a public utility organisation of any
demand or load greater than that which is ordinarily imposed by other users of
the services in the locality;

•

the use of a vehicle exceeding 3 tonne tare in weight;

Is a Development Application necessary?
Provided the business activity can be conducted at all times strictly within the criteria above,
then no formal development approval from Council is required.
It is a Council requirement that a “Home Activity – Notification Form” be completed
and forwarded to council, for record keeping purposes only.
Anyone running a business from home needs to be mindful of the importance of operating
at all times within the limits imposed by the home activity criteria. And, of course, to not
cause any nuisance to neighbours nor create conditions which may give rise to complaint.
Ordinarily, operations such as mechanical repairs, wood working, panel beating, spray
painting and activities which use noisy machinery or require regular delivery of materials or
a constant turnover of customers do not fit comfortably into the definition of home activity.

Additional Advice
It is strongly recommended that before setting up a business from home, the matter be first
discussed with the Council planning officers so that the home activity guidelines and their
ramifications can be explained, especially the importance of always remaining within the
restrictions imposed by the criteria. Also, if the business involves the handling of food or
personal services such as hairdressing, beautician, there may be health requirements
under other legislation that have to be met.
It is also advisable to check with other authorities for any non-Council or non-planning
related issues, such as licenses, registrations or additional requirements, that those
authorities may have an interest in and/or a need to administer.
Council’s Development Officers can be contacted on 8580 3000 or via
development@renmarkparinga.sa.gov.au.

